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Simple advice on helping a Key Stage Two child enjoy writing 
Writing is just not easy –and many children find it a chore, rather than fun. This is very irritating for those parents who watch a friend’s child happily writing for pure pleasure, and whose own offspring have to be forced or bribed to do even three lines of writing! How can we parents make writing seem just a bit more attractive? 

Follow your child’s interests: 
Does your child like football, off-road cycling, designing clothes or playing with make-up? Whatever their interests, there are good writing opportunities. Perhaps a lockable football diary for writing match fixtures and a few private thoughts on each match as played. 
Use postcards or fancy writing paper for writing a short message to granny –and make sure she writes STRAIGHT back! Provide post-it stickers and encourage them to write messages to everyone ~ even the cat! 

Talk comes first! 
The standard of children’s writing at school is not only how they form letters and handwrite. They must be able to express their ideas clearly. Can they put thoughts in order and discuss what they want to say? All of these depend on speaking. So talk to your child, encourage them to express themselves, listen and respond to their ideas, and never, ever edit your choice of vocabulary in case they do not understand – teacher them the more complex word instead. It all helps!

Not just handwriting! 
When your child is doing any writing, do not just focus on the quality of their handwriting. It is discouraging for a child who doesn’t like writing or who finds it difficult, to then be told off because the writing is not neat! Many handwriting faults will improve with practice and so your job is to help your child to want to write. 

Spelling
Find fun ways and use online games to encourage your child to practice their spellings. See website list.

GOLDEN RULES
· DO offer plenty of praise. Writing takes practice and perseverance, both of which are hard to sustain if you are feeling discouraged. Think of things you can genuinely say something nice about –‘I love the way you’ve put that! It’s brilliant.’ Rather than ‘I wish you would leave a space between your words.’ 

· DON’T bribe a child to write (or read!). We can all be desperate to get a reluctant nine year old to do their homework and a good bribe can seem like a simple answer. But the problem with bribery is that it tells the child that they are doing their writing (or their reading) for YOU rather than for themselves. If we want our children to become responsible for their own efforts then we need to keep this in mind from the start. Writing and reading are not things we have to be bribed to do! We do them because they bring their own rewards –honestly! 

· DO allow different forms of writing. Writing emails, typing messages or posting stuff on a blog are all perfectly good forms of writing. They allow your child to practise expressing themselves in written form –which is what we want! 

· DON’T get obsessed with spelling. The main criteria for a healthy piece of writing is that: 
· We can read it 
· It is well expressed and engaging
· It fulfils its purpose – i.e. if it is a thank-you letter to granny, it says thank you! 
If the writing satisfies all these criteria then a few misspelt words do not really matter.

· DO read the writing back with your child to allow time to correct any errors such as; missing punctuation or grammar (where the sentence may be incorrectly structured and does not make sense). 

Reading
Simple advice on helping a Key Stage Two child enjoy reading
Reading is fundamental to the development of children and countless research shows the links between good reading skills from an early age and future success in life. However, finding books children want to read or authors that excite them can be difficult.
· Ensure your child sees you reading regularly whether it’s a book, newspaper or magazine as it will instil a love of reading
· If you really done have time to take your child to browse in the library or local bookshop then introduce them to an online resource such as www.lovereading4kids.co.uk. You can browse the website and also register to download extracts to sample books and to try different authors.

Top Tips:
· Encourage independent reading, but remember children still love being read to! (Who doesn’t?)
· Older children who can ‘read’ still need encouragement at home to enjoy reading. Show an interest in the books they bring home and try to ask some questions to engage in the book with them.
· Encourage your child to try different authors and types of books.
· If they don’t like the book they are reading, encourage them to change it. We done read a book as an adult that we aren’t interested in! Making an informed choice is also an important part of reading for pleasure!
· Encourage your child to read to younger relatives or friends to make them feel like the ‘expert’.
· Encourage your child to keep a record of the books that they have read, perhaps giving each book a star rating.
· Don’t worry if your child read newspapers, magazines, comics and the internet. This will support their reading alongside reading books. Also encourage children to read poetry as it will support the development of language and vocabulary.
· Try to support your child with comprehending what they are reading. Ask questions which will deepen their understanding of a text.
· Keep in touch with school and ask for suggestions on how you can help with reading and writing.

There are hundreds of amazing authors to choose from. There are a few suggestions below and check out some of the websites on the website list for information on different authors. 
	
	Year 3/4
	Year 5/6

	Nigel Hinton	
Berlie Doherty	
Francesca Simon	
Roald Dahl	
Gillian Cross	
Clive King	
Dick King-Smith	
Jill Murphy	
Philippa	Pearce	
Cressida Cowell	
Ted Hughes	
Emily Gravett	
Jenny Nimmo
	Berlie Doherty
Michael Morpurgo
Shaun Tan
RJ Palacio
Philip Pullman
Eva Ibbotson
Frank Cottrell Boyce
Louis Sacher
CS Lewis
David Almond
David Walliams
Philip Ridley
Grace Nichols
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